
[Your Name/Company Name] 

[Legal Department/Address] 

[City, State, Zip Code] 

[Email Address] 

[Date] 

VIA CERTIFIED MAIL / EMAIL 

[Recipient Name] 

[Recipient Company Name] 

[Recipient Address] 

[City, State, Zip Code] 

RE: CEASE AND DESIST - UNAUTHORIZED INCORPORATION OF OPEN SOURCE 

SOFTWARE INTO PROPRIETARY PRODUCT 

Dear [Recipient Name], 

It has come to our attention that your proprietary software product, "[Name of Proprietary 

Product]," incorporates source code, libraries, or components from the open-source project 

"[Name of Open Source Project]," which is owned and/or maintained by [Your Name/Company 

Name]. 

The software in question is licensed under the [Name of License, e.g., GNU GPL v3.0]. Under 

the terms of this "copyleft" license, any derivative work or proprietary software that incorporates 

this code must also be released under the same open-source terms, including the public 

disclosure of your product's full source code. 

Your current distribution of "[Name of Proprietary Product]" as a closed-source, proprietary 

product constitutes a direct violation of the [Name of License] and an infringement of our 

intellectual property rights. This "contamination" of your proprietary codebase with our licensed 

code requires immediate corrective action. 

We hereby demand that you: 

• Immediately cease the distribution, sale, and licensing of any version of your product 

containing our code. 

• Remove all infringing code from your product or, alternatively, release your entire 

product's source code under the [Name of License]. 

• Provide a written accounting of all distributions of the infringing software to date. 

• Confirm in writing by [Date] that you have complied with these demands. 

Failure to comply with this notice may result in legal action, including but not limited to seeking 

injunctive relief, damages for copyright infringement, and legal fees. 



This letter is sent without prejudice to our rights and remedies, all of which are expressly 

reserved. 

Sincerely, 

[Your Signature] 

[Your Printed Name] 

[Your Title] 


